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Kifowit Measure to Help Prevent Youth Suicide Now Law 
 

AURORA, Ill. – In response to the tragic suicide of young people state Rep. Stephanie Kifowit, D-Oswego, spearheaded 
a new law to improve youth suicide awareness and prevention policies. 
  
“The bullying and pressures that many young people experience today can lead victims to feeling hopeless and having 
nowhere to turn,” Kifowit said. “Our schools must be able to provide them with the care they need before it is too 
late.” 
  
Following the tragic death of 11-year-old Ann Marie Blaha, Kifowit worked with educators and mental health 
professionals to introduce Senate Bill 1793, also known as Ann Marie’s Law. Kifowit’s measure requires the Illinois 
State Board of Education (ISBE) to establish protocols for dealing with depressed and suicidal students. These 
measures include prevention education for staff and students throughout the state. Under Ann Marie’s Law, school 
boards must adopt plans that meet ISBE standards by the 2015 to 2016 school years. 
  
Youth suicide is a growing issue across the United States. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention report that 
in 2013, suicide was the second leading cause of death among 10 to 14 year olds. By working with educators and 
councilors to create a comprehensive, statewide approach to youth suicide prevention, Kifowit aims to offer 
assistance to students who are suffering from depression and contemplating suicide. 
 
“I hope this legislation begins a dialogue and requires schools to be more open about suicide and mental illness as a 
whole,” Kifowit said. “Coaches, teachers, and guidance counselors will now have the tools they need to recognize 
when a student is suffering from depression, get them the help they need.” 
  
For more information, please contact Kifowit’s constituent service office by phone at 630-585-1308, by email 
at Stephanie.Kifowit@att.net, or by visiting www.ILDistrict84.com.  
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